Satellite Telemetry Interagency Work Group (STIWG)

Minutes - Meeting of May 6, 1998

Jim Doty of the US Bureau of Reclamation, the 1998 STIWG chairman, opened the meeting.  The meeting was sponsored by the BLM National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) of Boise Idaho.  The minutes from the last meeting were approved.    A list of the attendees is attached.  

Treasurer’s Report

Doc Carver was not able to attend the meeting.  In his absence, Jim Doty reviewed the budget.  Nothing has changed since the last meeting.  We still have $378,141 of unobligated funds.  Roger Tucker brought up the fact that Phase II of the High Data Rate contract includes 4 300 bps and 3 1200 bps demods.  Wallops CDA  may take one of each of these demods and use them for test  and/or backup purposes.  STIWG will purchase several demods for shared use on the 300 bps channels.  If individual users have their own channels, they will need to purchase their own demods.

DCS Modernization Study 

Marlin Perkins talked about the DCS study in Warren Dorsey’s absence.  As a review, the DCS study, which is being conducted by Mitretek, will last 5 months, ending in August 1998.  This study is to discover the weak and strong points of the current DCS system and make suggestions on how to best meet the user requirements in the future.  Mitretek has talked to various users concerning problems with the current system.  They also talked to Mike Nestlebush about his ideas.  Louis Chabot mentioned that he would like to offer his suggestions and  Kay Metcalf said that she would get with Louis to discuss his ideas.

GOES/POES

The GOES-POES regulations have been finalized and published.  The GOES renewal period has decreased from every 10 years to every 5 years.  This study revealed that most companies were not interested in privatizing the GOES system due to the high costs involved.  The POES system is much more likely to be privatized.

DAPS 

NESDIS provided $50,000 towards the DCS web effort.  An NT server was purchased with part of this money and the remainder is being used to update the DCS Web page.  Al McMath has made significant progress in this area.

Al McMath also reported on the NT server that has been installed as a DCS user interface.  Visit the following sites for more specific details: 

NOAA.WFF.NASA.GOV
(Wallops CDA homepage)

DCS.WFF.NASA.GOV 
(DCS user interface)

Software is now in place to monitor the Internet users and collect statistics. 

Telnet and ftp processing is currently being performed on DEC Micro-VAX II systems.  The telnet system is an operational system while the FTP site is still being developed.   Al suggests that the best way to handle the telnet/FTP project is to procure the proper hardware and software to allow TCP/IP access to the Data General (DG) equipment.  The DEC equipment could then be retired.  

Al is currently running tests to submit jobs in batch form to the DG system.  The data will then be collected and stored on the DEC server where it can be FTP’d back to the user.

Wallops will be conducting year 2000 simulation tests.  The  biggest concern is with the old DG equipment.

Ernie Dreyer mentioned that he would like to be able to update PDT’s  via FTP.  Al agreed to look into what it would take to accomplish this.  Kay Metcalf said that the update of the PDT process will be addressed by the DCS study, they will be talking to Ernie about his concerns.   
DOMSAT/DOMSAT2

Sole source justification has been written to GE Americom for the continuation of maintenance on the DOMSAT system through the year 2000 due to the higher than expected cost of NOAAPORT receive stations.  Marlin Perkins is looking into a new 5 to 10 year contract.

NOAAPORT

Raw DCS data is currently available on channel 4 of the NOAAPORT per  Larry Cedrone.   Roger Tucker has a brochure from Unisys that offers a single channel system for approximately $25,000.  More information on NOAAPORT is available at 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/noaaport/html/noaaport.shtml.

HIGH DATA RATE (HDR) Program 
Marlin Perkins reviewed the HDR schedule.  HDR Phase I has two deliverables: a test report and certification standards.   The test report has been completed.  Warren received the draft of the certifications standards January 7, 1998.  February 10, 1998 the standards went out to 7 companies in the industry for comments.   He has started getting comments back from these companies but will not respond until all comments have been received.  A modification to the contract with Vitel may be necessary to provide demods to  the 7 companies for test purposes.

Warren reported that Vitel performed tests of both the 300 and 1200 bps demodulators at Wallops CDA.  The 300 bps test was successful, but the 1200 bps test could not be completed due to a DAPS interface problem.  Al McMath mentioned the problem has been fixed and he is confident that the test can now be completed successfully.  

Warren thinks it may be 3-6 months before the final certification from Phase I has been received.

He asked the STIWG members if they wanted to continue on with Phase II at this time.  STIWG members decided to proceed with Phase II but wanted to send a letter to Warren Dorsey concerning all of the delays incurred during Phase I and to find out what options are available to expedite Phase II.  See the attached letter.

STIWG members decided to go ahead and pay the balance of phase I even though the 1200 bps test still needs to be completed at Wallops CDA.  The delay was not caused by Vitel but rather, problems at Wallops, which have now been repaired.

Dane Clark/Jim Wydick offered to meet with Vitel on a regular basis, possibly weekly, to try and keep Vitel moving along without delays.

Year 2000 Issues 

Al McMath mentioned that the Data General system does indeed have a year 2000 problem.  The system uses a 2 digit field for the year.  Data General is aware of the problem and has just completed  a software modification concerning this issue.  The update has been ordered by Al McMath and will be installed and tested as soon as it is received.    Integral Systems claim that their software will work fine until 2035.   There was some discussion about the DCS clocks being year 2000 capable.  Since there are so many different vendors, we recommended that you contact the company which supplied your  DCS equipment, for the definitive answer. 

GOES Time Assignments

STIWG supports Kay Metcalf’s efforts towards removing all unused GOES time assignment ID’s dating back to 1989.  This process will begin June 14, 1998.  The following schedule will be used to eliminate all unused ID’s that have not been used in the last 3 years.

Beginning June 28 1998 unused ID’s from 1990 will be removed

Beginning July 12 1998 unused ID’s from 1991 will be removed

Beginning July 26 1998 unused ID’s from 1992 will be removed

Beginning August 9 1998 unused ID’s from 1993 will be removed

Beginning August 23 1998 unused ID’s from 1994 will be removed

Next Meeting

The next STIWG meeting will be October 21, 1998 at CDA, Wallops Island.
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Satellite Telemetry Interagency Working Group

1998 Chairman – James E. Doty

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

1150 N. Curtis Road, Suite 100

Boise, Idaho  83706-1234

(208) 378-5272
March 17, 1998

Mr. Warren Dorsey

NOAA/NESDIS/OSD3

Federal Building #4

Room 3308A, Stop D

Washington, DC  20233-9009

Dear Warren,

As you know, the Satellite Telemetry Interagency Working Group (STIWG) discussed Vitel’s high data rate contract in great detail at the last meeting held in Silver Spring on March 4.  We’re pleased that Phase 1 of the contract has finally been completed.

The group decided to proceed with Phase 2 of the Vitel contract.  We are concerned about the delays experienced during Phase 1, and request that you, the Contracting Officer, and perhaps a representative from Dane Clark’s shop discuss the phase 2 schedule with Vitel and impress upon them the urgency that many of us feel for completion of the program on time.  Many agencies are postponing major DCP purchases with the hope that high data rate DCPs will be on the market in the near future.  If regulations allow, it may be prudent to modify the payout schedule for Phase 2 to hold back a greater portion of the funds until project completion.  Vitel should also be made aware that their performance on this contract may be considered when future government contracts are awarded.

I’d like to thank you for your efforts in monitoring Vitel’s past work.  Your weekly visits near the end of Phase 1 seem to have been to key to completion of the work.  

Sincerely,

Jim Doty

1998 STIWG Chairman

